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Global Social Prescribing Network 



Countries facing similar challenges





The Health System in Australia 



The Evolution of Social Prescribing in Australia.

2019 2021 20222020



Community, Connection, Collaboration, Coordination 
Social Prescribing & Social Isolation

Community of Practice

• Started: 2019 
• 10-part webinar series (to-date) 
• >1400 individuals
• web platform to encourage information exchange 

amongst services to accelerate learning curves
• a small CoP for 'link workers', managers of 

services, researchers and interested organisations 
about to begin SP

• Victorian survey guided by key stakeholders to gain 
a service understanding of activity baseline

• NHMRC  Social isolation & chronic disease

The Alfred Hospital, Victoria, Australia 

Social Prescribing Student Collective

• Started: March 2021
• 19 Medical Schools >250 individuals
• educate the student community about social Rx and 

the importance to healthcare
• innovate by creating opportunities for students to 

become involved in social prescribing and 
• advocate for the inclusion of social Rx  in medical and 

heath curriculum and health system inclusion
• Educational webinars/panel events/case studies
• Presented at the AMSA Global Health Forum
• Advised local community organisations regarding the 

role of students in their pilot programs. 
• Members of the Global Social Rx Student Council.
• Inclusion of social Rx in curriculum
• Instagram Facebook

Australian Medical Students Association

Social Prescribing 
RACGP Specific Interest Group 

• Started: Feb 2022
• > 200 General Practitioners
• RACGP members, registrars, medical students
• Share learnings, inform implementation, develop 

recommendations, progress updates
• Developing a college position statement
• Provides a central reference, essential to have 

referrers buy-in, SP co-design input system

Royal Australian College of General Practitioners

https://www.instagram.com/spstudentcollective/
https://m.facebook.com/100070644421952/










Victorian Social Prescribing Survey

• Currently, planning, previous or interested in provision of Social Rx

• Baseline understanding: past, current, future work, enablers, barriers, needs

• Cross-state, cross-stakeholder representation

• Shared understanding of social prescribing in Victoria 

• Survey report will be available in 2023

• Funded by the Victorian Government, conducted through ADMA



Social Prescribing Australia - Summary

• Significant interest: peak bodies, state & local government & community 

• Led from community health and primary health

• No national association but a strong, engaged coalition 

• Increasing interest from government & philanthropy

• Start-Up      Scale      Sustainability ✅ 📈 🌏



🌏

With thanks to:
National
Kaylene Fiddes, ADMA; Dr James Ibrahim, RACGP; Grace Newman, SPSC

Queensland
Professor Genevieve Dingle 

New South Wales 
Dr JR Baker 

Victoria
Lexi Marsh, Nerida Dye, Maria Hussey, Danielle Barth, Lauren Perry 

Tasmania
Michelle Towle, Melita Kemp, Di Gibb

South Australia
Candice Oster, Sara Zabeen


	Slide 1: The Australian Experience in Social Prescribing  
	Slide 2: Global Social Prescribing Network 
	Slide 3: Countries facing similar challenges
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7: Community, Connection, Collaboration, Coordination 
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12: Victorian Social Prescribing Survey
	Slide 13: Social Prescribing Australia - Summary
	Slide 14

